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“astra inclinant, non necessitant”
“the stars incline, they do not determine”
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INTRODUCTION

The core principle of astrology postulates that anything that
happens on Earth partly (because free will also comes into play) depends on the
influence of the sky, meaning the planets rotating around the Sun, our satellite
the Moon, the positions of the stars and, beyond them, the twelve constellations.
And so, those who claim it is geocentric and use it a proof of its charlatanism
are in the wrong fight.

Astrology does not claim that the Earth stands at the center of the universe
(as was almost universally believed during the Middle Ages) but compares
our planet to a ship sailing the universe, and like any other boat the actual
conditions of the sailing journey are affected, “in good or bad”, by the surrounding “weather”.
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When did Astrology begin: 4,000 BCE…
or long before that?
There is almost a consensus that astrology appeared in Sumer – where writing, technology, and the arts were born – around 4,000 BCE, when Sargon the Great, king of
Akkad, wrote a fundamental treaty about astrology.
These were the claims of a certain Berossus (who was active at the beginning of the
3rd century BCE), a Chaldean priest and astrologer. This divination method, a privilege
of the clergy, progressively replaced extispicy (divination through the inspection of
the entrails of poultry). It was taught to the Chaldeans by a mysterious “People of the
Sea”, men with fish tails that came from the Erythraean Sea and were called Apkallu,
led by the mysterious god Oannes.
However, there are some scholars who disagreed about the actual date. One of them,
Theophile Moreux, wrote the following in his book, Les influences astrales (Astral influences):
“From the third century before the Christian era, the Greek had taken over the astronomical science of the Chaldeans, which originated roughly 4,000 years before Jesus
Christ. Astronomy and astrology have to be older than that, however, as shown through
the academic works of professor Epping. This scholar showed that the very names of
the constellations lead us to conclude that the asterisms we are familiar with are not
of Chaldean origin, but came from a people who lived in a more northern region than
Babylon, more specifically around the Caspian sea…”
“… The specific names of the constellations in the zodiac, which were already established in the 4th millennium before Christ, were then transmitted to the Chaldeans.
And the abundance of evidence comes from the Chaldean poems related to these
constellations in the zodiac, which assumes tha the zodiac came before the time of
ancient Chaldea.”
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What is the Zodiac?
The Zodiac is a 17° wide area of the sky where planets visible to the naked eye
never move away from one another. With a roughly 23° inclination over the Equator, this area is the Zodiac.
The word comes from the Greek “zodiakos”, which means “dealing with animals”.
The constellations that compose the Zodiac are indeed mostly represented by
animal concepts.
This great circle was divided in the earliest Antiquity into twelve parts, or signs,
each with a 30° longitude. They indicated the position of the Sun during each
month of the year.
The signs of the zodiac used to match the constellations that gave them their
name. But due to a slow change in the rotational axis of the Earth, the vernal point
is currently in the constellation of Pisces.
The Sun needs 25,800 years to make a full rotation within the Zodiac that would
restore the coincidence of the constellations and the signs.
The zodiac can be dated according to the axial precession, the root cause of the
signs being in retrograde on the celestial sphere they are orbiting in 25,790 years.

Theophile Moreux added:
“… Well, in the later parts of the Chaldean poem about the great flood, for instance,
none of the signs of the Zodiac were in the position they were in when the poem was
carved onto the tablets we have deciphered, and the constellations that are there are
precisely those that were previously fixed by the unknown people I talked about and
who lived above the 40th parallel north.
And so, the origins of astrology and astronomy, two sciences that used to be very similar, are now lost to the dawn of time and, if traces of drawings found on some rocks
studied by prehistorians that represent alignments that remind us of our constellations
like Ursa Major, then the birth of the sciences of Urania should almost be traced back
to the dawn of humankind on Earth.”
1. Asterism: a pattern of stars shaping a constellation.
2. Vernal point: The point defined by the position of the Sun in relation to the Earth at the time of the March equinox.
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Astrology: a Sumerian discovery, fragments of
lost knowledge, or extraterrestrial revelation?
This hypothesis formulated by Theophile Moreux creates a historical problem, because
it should be reminded that the man of Cro-Magnon existed until the 12th century before the Common Era, and it is unlikely that he ever had such knowledge at his disposal. But maybe, according to some beliefs, there used to be one or several extremely
advanced civilizations on Earth a very long time ago (Mu, Atlantis) that subsequently
sunk, but whose living descendants held on some fragments of their sciences and
co-existed with Cro-Magnon?
Or did the Sumerians encounter extraterrestrials, as theorized by the astronomers I.S.
Shklovskii and Carl Sagan, who let them benefit from their knowledge, swiftly turning
their civilization from a prehistoric state to a historic state caused by the sudden inception of agriculture, urbanism, craftsmanship, writing, and astronomy?
These questions deserve to be asked, but the current state of our knowledge cannot
provide any definitive answer.
Now the time has come to provide a few technical considerations about astrology.

What is your astrological sign?
The answer to this question depends on your date of birth. Your star sign depends on
the position of the Sun when you were born.
The chart below is provided for information only. Indeed, it does not take into account
the existence of leap years or the different hours when the Sun enters each sign from
one year to the next.
And so, especially if you were born near one of the limits of the twelve-time intervals
below, if you want to be certain about which is your sign of the zodiac you should
consult zodiacal calendars, or have a professional astrologer draw up your natal chart.
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Time intervals.

Sign of the Zodiac.

21 March – 19 April

Aries

20 April – 20 May

Taurus

21 May – 20 June

Gemini

21 June – 22 July

Cancer

23 July – 22 August

Leo

23 August – 22 September

Virgo

23 September – 22 October

Libra

23 October – 20 November

Scorpio

23 November – 21 December

Sagittarius

22 December – 19 January

Capricorn

20 January – 18 February

Aquarius

19 February – 20 March

Pisces

What are the characteristics of the twelve
signs of the Zodiac?
Before we go into details, let’s list their characteristics in a chart.

Sign of the Zodiac.
Aries

Characteristics
Fire. Masculine. Cardinal.

Taurus

Earth. Feminine. Fixed.

Gemini

Air. Masculine. Mutable.

Cancer

Water. Feminine. Cardinal.

Leo

Fire. Masculine. Fixed.

Virgo

Earth. Feminine. Mutable.

Libra

Air. Masculine. Cardinal.

Scorpio

Water. Feminine. Fixed.

Sagittarius

Fire. Masculine. Mutable.

Capricorn

Earth. Feminine. Cardinal.

Aquarius

Air. Masculine. Fixed.

Pisces

Water. Feminine. Mutable.
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What is the influence of the four Elements
(Fire, Earth, Air, Water) over the signs of
the Zodiac?
The Ancients said that anything in this world was made out of four fundamental Elements in variable proportions, which could transform one another. These four Elements are:

1. Fire, whose main characteristics are being ignite, dry, hot, ardent, and enthusiastic;
2. Earth, whose main characteristics are being solid, dry, cold, heavy, and materialistic;
3. Air, whose main characteristics are being gaseous, wet, hot, light, and intellectual;
4. Water, whose main characteristics are being liquid, wet, cold, soft, and emotional.
From thus, they deducted that four humors could characterize the human organism: melancholic (black bile), choleric (yellow bile), sanguine (blood), and phlegmatic
(phlegm).
This quaternary order of nature can be found in the astral zodiac. Each element is associated with three of the signs.
In a natal chart, the Elements give a stronger signature to the individual’s character
and temper.

Fire
It symbolizes passions, the mind, and intuitive knowledge. It can purify
and regenerate. Bearer of immortality (all the alchemists who searched
for the elixir of long life all knew a little blacksmithing) and enlightenment, it dissolves
the outer shells and binds the core to the source that had been cut away. A projection
of sexual intercourse (because fire is originally kindle by rubbing things together), it
is not the lesser for it because the flame rises up to the sky, a symbol of a craving for
spirituality.
People born under the sign of Fire are usually driven, energetic, passionate, and active. They know how to take the initiative, how to fight valiantly and how to lead. They
8

are proud, confident, and can be bold and ambitions. Generous, independent, honest,
and spontaneous, these people have a taste for justice with the spirit of adventure.
They believe in what they do. But they can also be reckless, careerist, despot, aggressive, arrogant, partial, and of exacerbated impatience.

Earth
Passive, obscure, dense, the Earth carries humanity. It is both woman and
mother. Earth is the universal substance, primordial chaos, the “Materia
Prima” separated from the waters of Genesis. Virgin soil is fertilized by the plow, impregnated by rain. This matrix hosts rivers, minerals, plants, and assets of energy. The
Earth is the guardian of solemn oaths.
People born under an Earth sign are usually attentive and alert. They provide concrete
and realistic analyses for any situation. Persistent, patient, stable, philosophical, wise,
and careful, they can focus their mind intensely and their thoughts are often driven by
reason: this is why any judgment of theirs can often be trusted. They tend to be sedentary; they like to build patiently over time and not with haste. But they can also be stubborn, rigorist, even fanatical, resentful, egotistical, pessimistic, and overly materialistic.

Air
In a poem called the Satyr taken from the corpus of The Legend of the
Ages, Victor Hugo wrote: “A being is first and foremost half-brute, half-forest; but the air wants to become Spirit, and man appears.”. The Air is the subtle world
between Heaven and Earth, it is breathing, full of the life energy necessary for beings
to subsist. It symbolizes the invisible life, universal motion, and purification. This is an
environment where light and interplanetary vibrations can spread.
People born under an Air sign are usually mobile and flexible, so they can easily adapt
to any situation. Romantic, subtle, diplomatic, benevolent, gifted for communication,
they are at ease in society and their relationships – which take a large part of their lives
– often come with deep feelings. Gifted with a lot of intuition, inventiveness, readily
intellectual, artistic even, they can be extremely ingenious and enthusiastic. They are
drawn to abstractions, especially since they can build bridges between diverse ideas.
But they can also be versatile, inconstant, hypocritical, utopist, apathetic, fickle, and
logorrheic.
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Water
Water – which precedes creation – is a source of life, a center of regeneration with purifying virtues. It represents infinite potential. It holds everything
that is virtual, informal, gestating, and bound to develop. It carries unconscious energies, the shapeless powers of the soul, and secret motivations. In Water you can be
reborn, you can draw some new energy. No Water means no life. No Water means no
manifestation. Fertile, pure, wise, gracious, and virtuous, Water brooded the World
Egg before it hatched. When it decides to flow into a well in the desert, everything
around it becomes a peaceful haven, a friendly place of rest, a stage, in short: an oasis.
Water is also used to baptize and bless, it washes away any stain.
People born under a Water sign are usually sensitive and gifted with great self-knowledge, because they are gifted for introspective self-analysis, mediation, or scuba diving into the depth of their subconscious. Calm, soft, they are extremely tactful. They
are “sponges” that absorb anything they come in contact with, turning it into an object
of study, or integrating it. But they can also be apathetic, lazy, easily influenced, or
even fanatical and excessively emotional.

Do signs of the Zodiac have a gender?
The twelve signs alternate between “masculine” and “feminine”. As such, all the Fire
and Air signs are masculine, while the Earth and Water signs are feminine.
Of course, this distinction has no connection to the biological meaning of the term,
but is related to energy, like the distinction Chinese people make between yin and
yang. Masculine and feminine signs are also sometimes called positive and negative
signs, respectively.

The heart of the seasons: what is a cardinal
sign, a fixed sign, or a mutable sign?
There are four seasons that all last three month, with a beginning, a heart, and an end of
season. This ternary division is also applied, four by four, to the twelve signs of the zodiac.
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Cardinal signs
These are the signs connected to the beginnings of seasons. As such, they are associated with solstices and equinoxes. They symbolize innovation, change, evolution, and
passion.
It is said that people born under a cardinal sign are logical. But they can also be stubborn, unstable, unable to finish what they started, confused and absent minded, and
most of all they can believe they are the only ones who are right.

Fixed signs
Fixed signs correspond to the middles of seasons. For this reason, they symbolize actions aiming to consolidate, mature, and stabilize. But people born under these signs
tend never to let go what they have in mind. They can also have a hard time fitting in.
Finally, sometimes they tend to lack dynamism.

Mutable signs
When seasons come to a close, this is a time for mutable signs. Something is ending, something else is about to be born. People born under these mutable signs are
famous for their adaptability, putting themselves into question, and being extremely
open-minded. They are also rather elusive, complex, even contrary, and they run away
from aggressions faster than anyone can. They have a playful connection to the rest of
the outside world but can be so easily influenced sometimes that it is hard for them to
follow the road map they had set for themselves.

What is the ascendant, or rising sign?
How does it influence you?
The ascendant is a zodiacal house. It is the first one, determined by the intersection of
the Horizon Plane with the Ecliptic Plane.
The ascendant is extremely important when interpreting a full natal chart.
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The Zodiac in history
There are several ways to go through the Zodiac, about as many as there are astrologers. The easiest way might be to start at the beginning, meaning the first sign in the
Zodiac, Aries, and then move on to Taurus, Gemini, etc.
But there are multiple divisions in the Zodiac, as indicated before, so it can more
originally be apprehended through oppositions (since each sign has an opposite sign
on the circle of the Zodiac: Aries vs. Libra, Taurus vs. Scorpio, etc.). There is no single method that is better than all others. They must all be considered equal. And if
you change your point of view to the genesis of the universe, then paradoxically you
should start… at the end.

1. The preexisting void (or the “great Everything”) is symbolized by the sign of Pisces.
2. You come into being with the sign of Aries. First sign in the Zodiac, it is the beginning, the surge of life, the big bang, the crucial moments astrophysicists are talking
about, this “radiance” of Being (Aries is a Fire sign where traditionally the Sun is
exalted).
3. Taurus, a Fixed sign of Earth, materializes this original explosion by shaping its
body. This is “T” time in the big bang plus one second. This is, in the current state
of things, the limit of the horizon of time of our knowledge.
4. Then with Gemini, a Mutable Air sign (a word that means what it says: mutation is
change, a requirement for any evolution), the different primordial elements are combined.
5. Cancer, a cardinal and fertile Water sign, truly represents the “birth” of humankind,
out of fertile waters, with what came before as its genesis.
6. With Leo, the second Fire sign, Fixed, you reach awareness of the self and the world
around you.

3. The zodiacal houses (or “astrological houses”) result from a duodenal division of the celestial sphere, superposed on that of the Zodiac.
Their “size” can vary widely under our latitudes (the location of birth is important for them). Determining the houses on a natal chart is called
the domification. The goal of this domification in the natal chart is to determine the orientations of the stars relative to a specific place at a
specific moment in time, or in other words, the high or low elevation of the stars with respect to the horizon, and their relative proximity to
the meridian. As such, domification is a cosmographic operation.
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7. Virgo, a mutable Earth sign, represents experimentation (in traditional astrology, this
is the sign that symbolizes – among other things – work, craft, and tutoring).
8. In Libra, a cardinal sign of Air, we become aware of the other, which leads to a confrontation that creates civilization.
9. Having recognized the existence of “the other”, even as a mirror for the self, we
act accordingly: Scorpio, a fixed Water sign (materialization) symbolizes the urge to
dominate the other. But in order to dominate, you have to know the other. As such,
it is also the place where you struggle against your illusions.
10. In Sagittarius (Fire, Mutable) we believe that we actually know the world (in traditional astrology, this sign symbolizes Advanced Knowledge).
11. Knowing the world, we feel the need to structure it through the sign of Capricorn
(Earth, cardinal), organizing matter, and where you become aware of the passing
time (in traditional astrology, this is the age of elders).
12. With Aquarius, a fixed Air sign (materialization), concepts and ideas are renewed. A
choice stands before us: “do or die”. Here we have a chance to set ourselves free
from any illusion. The notion of time combines with space and in turn they become
indivisible (cf. the theory of relativity). We move out of the Solar system, we can get
away from the force of attraction of the Sun (which represents consciousness, and
anything that enlightens us). In other words, it is possible to change your light in the
darkness, get rid of false beliefs and try a new one for sight.
The example of the first trip to the Moon seems perfect here. This is when we discovered the first images of the Earth as seen from the Moon: a small blue ball lost in a
large black space. It was just a picture, but then first the first time we became aware
that from the top down, our planet was just a small garden. We all became the inhabitants of the Earth, more than any other country “protected” by borders.

What if the Zodiac were a parable for a
human life?
1. Aries = 1 year. Life energy – surviving. Opposed to Libra: civilization against the
primal bully. Urges. Teeth begin to grow. Baby cries, screams, gets angry if their
current needs are not met immediately. The goal is survival, and any tactic to express this idea is a good one (limited expression).
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2. Taurus = 2 years. The awakening of the senses: eating, touching, oral knowledge.
First memories: you start speaking, you dominate your sphincter, etc. Opposed to
Scorpio: sexuality and perversion against “nature” (polymorphous pervert), matter
crumbles.
3. Gemini = 3 years. School, learning, you make sentences, first contacts with others
(loved ones, brothers, sisters). Opposed to Sagittarius: the teacher and knowledge.
Gemini learns while Sagittarius teaches. Mutable: first “crisis”. Awareness of a state
of duality: in Aries and Taurus “I am” and “I have” can express themselves. In Gemini
you get the awareness of the separation between the self and the other. In Gemini
you are two, and when you are two you are three, then four, then… etc.
4. Cancer = 4 years. Family (awareness). Importance of the clan, of home (opposed to
Capricorn: society).
5. Leo = 5 years. Playing with fire, first love. Self-awareness. In Cancer, you are part of
a clan. In Leo, you become your own self.
6. Virgo = 6 years. Kindergarten. Learning how to read, write, count. 2nd mutable sign
after Gemini. This is a mutation period. You grow up: you start working. Opposed
to Pisces: the macrocosm against the microcosm, the Universe opposed to details.
Rationality against mysticism (12 years, the age of the first communion for Catholics).
7. Libra = 7 years. Awareness of the other (self). You police yourself, learn to live as part
of society, the age of “reason”, but also the age of first compromise and calculations.
8. Scorpio = 8 years. Awareness of sexuality. You tell crude jokes. There is a moral struggle against instinctive and natural urges (Taurus). In Libra, you leaned how
to appear sociable, but also how to compromise; in Scorpio, you usually become
perverse. You discover “hidden things” (awareness that something lies behind any
appearance).
9. Sagittarius = 9 years. The age of certainties. We know how to read and write. You
start accumulating knowledge. You take your place in the scholar system.
10. Capricorn = 10 years. Awareness of society and hierarchy. You are among the “big
ones”, in elementary school you rule over the younger kids.
11. Aquarius = 11 years. Pre-adolescence. Middle school. The circle is getter larger
with several professors, the building is bigger than the elementary school you just
left. This is your first entry into the “world”. First revolt, first independence. You
move away from your parents and start to shape your own opinions.
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12. Pisces = 12 years. Transformation of the body. First communion (initiatory rite).
Awareness of the universe. 3rd mutable sign. You get out of childhood and…
…you start a brand-new cycle with Aries: 13 years, etc.

Why use a circle to represent a natal chart?
The Sky is the home of the gods, the circle will be a symbol of divinity. It is not an accident that a natal chart is represented with a circle, since it is a projection of part of the
Sky, and is allegedly part of a divinatory science.
The circle is a projection (using the mathematical definition of the term) of the sphere.
What is the symbolism behind the circle? The circle cannot be reduced to a merely
subjective dimension; it reflects just as well an objective dimension, mainly mathematical, and thus constitutes one of the most universal archetypes. An image of plenitude
and perfection, the circle is probably the best-defined geometric shape. It is a figure
that holds genuine fascination over human imagination.
Since it has no beginning or end, the circle represents eternity. A perfect figure that imposes equidistance to the center at any location on its circumference, the circle unveils
the crucial importance of the center. Case in point, the point and the circle have similar
properties, since the point is simply a circle with a radius of zero. The circle develops
the point just like time develops a moment. A circle is the Cosmic Sky with its cyclical
movements.
Parmenides created western metaphysics through the revelation of its shape, driven by
his intuition about the identity of being and knowing. As such, it seems the symbol of
the circle has played the part of a support for mediation everywhere, to establish existing relationships between appearing, knowing, and being. This is how the greatest
oppositions in categories, starting with those related to time and space, have been put
in order on circular graphics (wind rose, calendars, the Zodiac, etc.).
Plato saw Janus in a circle: it is what it lets show – full shape, homogenous, static, perfectly closed on itself; it is also what it doesn’t show, a void, an abyss hiding a genuine
invisible path within. Here, we can see that the circle (and astrology uses it to draw
up the natal chart) is a symbol of exoteric and esoteric knowledge, the visible and the
invisible. The circle is the principle of harmony behind every movement that lets you
organize, sort, and rearrange the angles of the terrestrial orients.
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From the Zodiac to Astrology.
“Looking at the sky could be a way to strengthen religious feeling and turn human
beings away from war and national egotism”
Eddington, astronomer and Einstein’s friend.
The Zodiac represented in a natal chart is the area of the sky (17° wide) including the
apparent path of the Sun, Moon, and visible planets (only Pluto visibly moves away
from it).
When you add the cardinal points, which form a square, and the zodiacal houses that
correspond to the cardinal points (the ascendant and descendant; the east and west;
the north and south; the middle and the back of the sky) you get a natal chart.
This is both an illustration of a Mandala, and a scientific representation of “squaring
the circle”. Trapped within the logical (terrestrial) square, the path of knowledge must
transform the subject to reach the circle (the divine), and so the subjects have to know
themselves.
This is precisely the aim of a well-understood astrology. It can help you understand
yourself, solve your opposites, transform you into a knowing subject, and escape the
earth’s gravity to rejoin the divine.

What can you say to astrology detractors?
I was at dinner among friends, and as the conversation ended up on astrology, a young
guest, student in philosophy, said “whenever people speak to me about astrology, I
can only hear nonsense”.
I was moved by how relevant that remark was. Even though I practice astrology, I pretty much approve what this young girl said. And in my opinion, this witticism does not
merely concern someone who reads their horoscope every single day, but also any
specialist in astrology, either professionals or enlightened connoisseurs. Do you need
proof?
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Open any book about astrology randomly, and you will inevitably find some abstruse
sentence or a word you cannot find in any dictionary, from the Oxford English to the
Merriam-Webster (or maybe you can find this word but realize it has shifted from what
it usually means).
Just based on this, astrology detractors already have plenty to laugh about. Even without mentioning the casual dismissal of the precession of the equinoxes that most traditional astrologers are “guilty” of, it is easy to drag astrology’s name through the mud
just from this hodgepodge of nonsensical words.
But can you justify using this current confusion to condemn without further ado a practice that has been used since the dawn of time? Let’s examine honestly, without bias or
haste, the arguments of astrology detractors.
In its early days, there was no difference between astrology and astronomy, just like
mathematics and philosophy were one and the same when they appeared on the agora, in the ancient Greece of Pericles. But as soon as scholars from the Renaissance
brought some new light upon the truth behind the canopy of heaven, when it was
proven that the Earth did not stand in the center of the universe, there was an acted
split: the astrology became a “belief”, losing its status as a “science”. And yet, it must
be noted that it is still bound to Astronomy, since it evolves with every new discovery
the latter does: it integrated, for instance, the new planets of the solar system that
were invisible to the naked eye but foreseen through calculations and later unveiled by
telescopes. Even better, these discoveries seem to confirm a posteriori what had been
symbolically intuited. Astrophysicists have for instance unveiled that Jupiter is indeed a
protector of Earth. Its huge mass protects us from most meteorites that enter the solar
system, drawn to that planet’s gravity. Well, the guardian aspect of Jupiter had been
omnipresent in the core writings that founded astrology long before that discovery.
You should be aware that astrology is not fixed and self-centered, but on the contrary it
evolves over time, and that the interpretations it offers nowadays have almost nothing
in common with those of Ptolemy, Neroman, or any of the astrologers from the early
20th century. Astrology is a de facto symbolic and dynamic structure (in movement!), a
set of tools to interpret the world. In that way, it is in constant evolution, drawing from
the discoveries of astronomy, psychology, or astrophysics.
Regarding the problem of the precession of the equinoxes, the main hobbyhorse of
detractors who use it to point out the obsolescence of any astrologer’s calculations, I
see it as irrelevant. An astrologer’s calculations do not aim to transcribe the physical
reality of the sky, but to study the symbolic Sky, or more precisely the Sky as a whole,
as it is seen on the retina… and on the unconscious mind.
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Astrological predictions are often mistaken? I won’t be a hypocrite and deny it. A
prime example: a prominent “astrologer” had foreseen a wonderful year for a politician, when in reality a bad move forced him to leave his office? These kinds of gross
mistakes are legion.
But this would be an acceptable criticism only by someone considering astrology as a
mainly predictive skill, and I don’t. I see it as a form of hermeneutics, which means it is
a tool for interpretation. The natal chart mainly unveils our own view of the world. Each
of us is a mirror of this world, and the chart is a window through which you can look at
it, filter it, and understand it. The chart indicates directions, trends, that you can take
into account or not when you strive to reach your goals, or simply to improve your life,
know yourself better, or better understand your environment. From these foundations,
it can indeed argue about potential futures, but only from this direction. And for those
who claim that “interpretative babbling” is out of touch with reality, well…
Which Reality are we talking about?
“Cosmology experts either refer to a finite and yet boundless universe, a
kind of limited space that is nonetheless limitless (Poincaré wrote: We will
never see its end, but we can go around it); or to a hyperbolic universe, a
kind of sphere that does not close on itself, an open and infinite space. In
both cases, our imagination is painfully triggered.”
(Encyclopedia Universalis – Indecision about reality).

The concept of reality is wide, but as a preamble we will offer a necessarily reductive
definition: reality is the sum of all human knowledge.
Well, since the middle of the 19th century, conjunctly, progressively, but ineluctably,
philosophy (which managed to escape the yoke of so-called metaphysical certainties
to admit that knowledge about Being is based on interpretations that are in flux),
mathematics (with the emergence of axiomatic theory, non-Euclidian geometries, and
statistics), physics (theory of relativity, Eisenberg’s uncertainty principle postulating that
observing an electron changes it and as such, you can either know its position but not
its speed, or its speed but not its position) have put an end to any pretention of a scientist dream of objective knowledge.

They replaced it with a necessary interdependence of the knowing subject with what
is known. As such, knowledge becomes the result of a dialogue between the world
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and its observers, each as valid as the other. Knowledge is a discourse about the world
once you have interpreted it through a set of various tools.
With that said, no one will deny that anything in existence is subject to a cycle that can
be defined in three steps: birth, evolution, and death. This is just as true for amoebas,
human beings, planets, stars, and for the Universe as a whole.

The law of entropy and the law of evolution
According to the second law of thermodynamics, indeed, millions of years from now
the Universe should fully disintegrate and turn into a shapeless, amorphous, disorganized magma where nothing happens anymore: this is the consequence of entropy. Still
according to this law, the evolution of any system leads to a loss of organization and
information, proportional to the overall complexity of the system.
Entropy is opposed by negentropy, the engine of evolution, which combines simple
organisms to turn them into increasingly complex, varied, and organized ones. From
a virus to a human being through paramecium, insects, or fish, the evolution ladder
grows ever more complex and organized, and thus runs contrary to the second law of
thermodynamics.
We have seen above that the Zodiac, which starts in the sign of Aries and ends in Pisces, testifies to that opposition.

From the Big bang to… astrology.
What was there “in the beginning”, and before? Nothingness, the void, “non-being”,
or “God” eternal in itself, or the world about to come condensed in a single point,
or…?
Given the current state of what we know, we have no clue. But when looking at distant galaxies, astronomers have discovered that the Universe is continually expanding.
Somehow reverse-engineering history, they concluded that at one point all matter that
constitutes it was gathered in a singularity of infinite density.
And then one day, for some unknown reason, it exploded: this is the big bang, which
triggered the birth of our Universe, billions of years ago.
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“There are two essential moments in the history of the Universe – equivalence matter-radiation and recombination – that more or less coincides
(about a million years after the big bang). They mark a divide between
what should be called the primordial Universe and the age of matter. All
the kinds of matter and structure that we know were born long after the
recombination. However, the unfolding of the primordial Universe is full
of remarkable events, determined by the extreme conditions of density,
pressure, temperature, and energy that existed then. Astrophysicists reconstitute the unfolding of the primordial Universe through what is called
the big bang model.
The universe was then full of energy radiations the defined its own dynamics, intimately bound to matter. There were no structures. No galaxies, no
stars or planets, not even a single molecule or atom. Atoms were created
during the recombination. As such, when traveling even further into the
past, the most basic structures – atom nuclei or even the particles that
constitute them – did not even exist.
During its first three minutes of existence, the Universe only held elementary particles, mostly neutrons, protons, and electrons for matter, photons
and neutrons for radiations. It so happened that the conditions were favorable for the neutrons and protons to fuse together and thus create the
first atom nuclei.”
(From the Encyclopedia Universalis – Cosmology)

And so, after many trials, our galaxy, and then our solar system, took shape… and then
came humankind. With humankind came awareness of the Universe and of itself. From
then on, they constantly experimented, studied, and worked on changing this world.
Humankind had to face not only its hostile environment, but also its own peers. This
was the dawn of civilization: awareness of differences, and a desire to conquer and rule
the other, oneself, and matter itself.
Domination requires knowledge, and this knowledge slowly overtakes apparent illusions, ancient beliefs, and even previous erroneous knowledge. The latter is returned
to the void, leaving “reality”, or at least what we know or believe we know about reality. The more scientific knowledge develops, the more logic and scientific concepts
structure and organize our vision of the universe, overtaking immediate interpretation
through the senses.
However, what has always been consubstantial of humankind since its distant origins
is awareness of passing time, impermanence, and death. Isn’t it said that civilization
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began with the cult of the dead? This is where hearth wisdom intervenes, common to
many traditions and religions: it suggests that since human beings cannot avoid this
ineluctable fate, they should progressively detach themselves from matter and increasingly care about their “soul” (this is why old people are often a symbol for wisdom).
Ideally, according to these sources, a human that grows old will think about their
mortal condition and find new paths that free them from any illusion. While with age
time grows faster, space grows shorter, a Wise person looking back at their past will
embody the words of Heraclites: “You never bathe twice in the same river, and yet,
it is the same river”.
And so, just like entropy and negentropy coexist on a Universal scale, this sentence
testifies that anything remains, though in mutable appearances. Maybe we can even
legitimately suspect that the end of a cycle only heralds another cycle to come, that
death is not the end, and that the “big bang” itself is only the result of a “big crunch”.
The Zodiac does not say anything else, as previously seen in the sub-chapter called the
Zodiac in history.
People (wrongly) tend to consider that a natal chart is fixed, stable, static, and flat. Someone who believes this forgets that a natal chart is a projection of the sky – which is neither
flat nor static – and a “freeze frame” of the day, time, and place of someone’s birth or a
particular event. The sky nonetheless keeps turning, and the person or event with it.
Just like people tend to forget that the Earth is turning and not that the “Sun rises or
sets”, it is easy to overlook any “depth” when you study a chart. Through the sensations of their physical reality, through language, people still tend to feel – rather than
think – that we still stand in the center of the universe and that it all revolves around
us (astronomy enthusiasts and professionals might be the only exception to this rule of
unconscious “belief”).
If you find these claims offensive or exaggerated, just take a look at the rise of nationalisms that trigger civil wars and genocides: the core tenet of nationalism is to oppose
“center of the world” viewpoints with other centers of the world.
A natal chart, reduced to a two-dimensional sheet of paper, should be seen by the astrologer just like the astronomer looks at the sky, meaning in four dimensions (adding
the depth of time).

4. Big crunch: theory claiming that the expansion of the universe will reach a limit beyond which matter will start condensing again up to an
extreme that will trigger another “big bang”. The question remains whether infinite expansion or a reversal of this expansion will correctly
predict the future of the world, a question unanswered to this day.
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Throughout my consultations, I noticed more than once that you simply had to ask a
consultant the nature of the problem that brought them here, and then look at their
progressions and transitions. 99 times out of 100, their problem was closely connected
to the nature of the planets that were moving or transitioning.
Transitions are the essence of the questions worrying the consultant, they are specific
and immediate aspects of the chart that make sense then, even if the consultant experiences them negatively and painfully.
This might be the best, and maybe only way to apprehend a chart, without referring
to a prior psychological study. This should come later, in order to see what options
are within the consultant’s reach to solve their problem. More often than not, they will
provide all the keys needed for a solution.
An honest astrologer can indicate their phases and help them be aware of themselves.

“Know thyself.”
“It is wrong to say: I think. One ought to say: I am thought… I is someone else”.
Arthur Rimbaud.

Knowing yourself requires work, which means some kind of effort, spending energy.
For a philosopher, knowing oneself first requires a definition of what the essence of
humankind is. But you can study anthropology, psychology, sociology, ethnology, theology, and any other science ending in –ogy; you can read everything by Plato, Jung,
Freud, Nietzsche, Sartre, every philosopher, and even every poet, you will probably
learn much about the human spirit and nature, you will be quite knowledgeable, very
cultivated, very intelligent, but you won’t have learned much about yourself. Because
you cannot know yourself through the intellect or the mind, but through what you feel.
Words are nothing but signs, they guard the doors of memory. What matters are the realities they strive to transcribe. You need to look within yourself if you want to find the
answers to these questions for you. It is possible to understand that you are suffering,
just like everyone else suffers on Earth (even if some deny it through some edgy but
fallacious arguments). However, if you don’t feel it in your bones, this won’t trigger any
change within you. You will still get angry, for instance, if that is your problem.
When you are genuinely aware of your own suffering, you can also see how others suffer, and only then do you lose any reason to get angry, because anger is only useful to
hide the despair and sadness within us all.
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We are all unique, we this need to look deep within ourselves. Knowing something is a
testimonial to the renewal brought by knowledge: knowing oneself is a kind of rebirth.
You need other people in order to know yourself, because other people are your mirror, just like you are a mirror for other people.
When you want to truly know yourself, know your own nature, you need some outside
help: it is impossible to know yourself through yourself. Just like a dentist needs another dentist when they have a tooth problem, no matter how good they are.
You thus need to find the right person, the one you can fully trust, someone before
whom you can remove your armor, show how fragile you are, unveil your weaknesses.
This already requires some effort. Overcoming your pride, vanity, and blocks, and then
finding someone capable, experienced, and fitting. This might be a priest, a psychoanalyst, a psychotherapist, or an astrologer. There is no discipline better than another,
there is only “the right person, at the right time, in the right place”. Usually, whenever
the urge to meet them rises and you are aware of this need, you get to find them.
Plato first observed that the human eye could only look at itself by looking in the mirror
of another human’s eye; by analogy, he claims that a human can only know themselves
through the eyes of someone else. After confirming that knowing oneself is indeed
a kind of wisdom, Plato offers some important clarification by stressing that knowing
yourself is also “knowing what you know, and what you don’t know”, knowing what
you don’t know refers to your awareness of the mystery behind all things.

Astral heredity? What about free will?
What could possibly justify, physically speaking, that the apparent position of the stars
on the canopy of heaven at the moment of someone’s birth could more or less determine who they are and what their existence will be like?
This question had been left completely unanswered for a very long time. But in 1982,
Alain Aspect, a French scientist, research director for the CNRS, teacher in the École Polytechnique, and member of the Academy of Sciences, brought a strange phenomenon
to light.
He triggered some interaction between two protons (protons are particles in an atom’s
nucleus). As expected, this collision generated two photons (particles without mass)
that moved away from one another at the speed of light. Alain Aspect then changed
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the polarity of one of the two photons. The other photon was immediately “warned”
about this transformation and changed polarity too. What can be proved through this
experience that has been reproduced many times since? That even though they are far
away from one another, with no physical connection between them, some information
could be shared from one to the other, leading to a transformation. The 2 particles
are thus inseparable and constitute a unique system, in spite of the distance between
them. This is what physicists now call quantum inseparability.
Likewise, the canopy of heaven, the luminaries, the planets, and living beings all belong to the same universe. It should be considered that quantum inseparability applies
too, and as such there is also an influence coming from the natal sky of a person, where
each possesses a kind of “Astral heredity” specific to them? If that is the case, the old
argument between free will and determinism is moot.
Today we readily admit that when someone is born, they are gifted with certain “baggage” depending on a mix of the place they were born, the time in which they were
born, the color of their skin, their family legacy, their genes, etc. A careful study of that
baggage can predict a few things that will happen in the life of the new born. This baggage is the “world” in which consciousness will grow, the environment around them.
They are thus not completely free, guided by the wind of their emotions in their own
environment. However, there are several paths that open up, many times in their life,
and free will can let them choose their own way in that situation. The same is still true
when you extend that “baggage” to include the “astral ID” represented by the natal
chart.
This is how the famous sentence of saint Thomas Aquinas found on this book’s cover:
“astra inclinant, non necessitant” – “the stars incline, they do not determine”
So many people spend their lives struggling against their very nature, ignoring their
intrinsic qualities, being wrong about themselves and so moving from one failure
to the next… A relevant study of the natal chart will conversely shed some light on
the obstacles that could be avoided and the path that should be taken in order to
freely become everything they were meant to be, fulfilling their calling, and leading
a happy life.
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